
 
 

   

 
   

 

 

   

       
   

 

     
 

  

 

     
  

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

Pupil Accommodation Review Committee
 
Public Meeting #2
 

Guildwood JPS, Elizabeth Simcoe JPS, Poplar Rd. JPS, Jack Miner JPS

April 20, 2017


6:30 pm

Sir Wilfrid Laurier C.I. – Auditorium
 

Item Notes Attachments 

1. Maria Pochodyniak (not in attendance)- Complete Deputation Read by Nadine Segal 
RE: Site Location of Potential New Build at Elizabeth Simcoe Maria Pochodyniak 

Deputation.pdf 

2. Heather Lin   
RE: PARC Review and the Effects on Elizabeth Simcoe, as well as the Guildwood  Community at large  

Nadine Segal:  
• Comment – Camesha Cox a member from MPP Mitzie Hunter’s constituency office is here tonight and a representative from her

office attended the Public Meeting on February 21, 2017. 
• No questions from committee for the delegate. 

Heather Lin 
Deputation.pdf 

3. Rose Mitchel Spohn (not in attendance)- Complete Deputation Read by Nadine Segal 
RE: Guildwood Junior and the Environment Rosalee Mitchell 

Spohn Deputation.pd 

4. Barry Rule  
RE: Proposed Closure of Guildwood  Jr.  PS  

Nadine Segal: No questions from committee for the delegate. 

Deputation 
not submitted 
to PARC 
Committee 

5. Jason Dubroy  
RE:  Elizabeth Simcoe School and the Future of Primary Education  in Guildwood  

Nadine Segal: No questions from committee for the delegate. 

Deputation 
not submitted 
to PARC 
Committee 



   

 

  

 

 

   
    

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

Item Notes Attachments 

6. Stacey Halliday  
RE: On Behalf of Guildwood PS  

Nadine Segal: No questions from committee for the delegate. 

Stacey Halliday 
Deputation.pdf 

7. Susan Avery  
RE:  Impact of Loss of Schools and Associated Land on the Residents and Children of Guildwood  

Nadine Segal:  Any questions from the Committee?  

Question from Committee Member:   With smaller schools we have teachers teaching many subjects for a number of years  
with a lot of experience.  In larger  schools  there are teachers able to teach specialized  subjects.  It is better than having a 
school with more experienced teachers  or  teachers able to teach a specific program?  

Susan Avery: I can’t answer that, I am not a teacher.  It is beneficial to have a teacher able to teach a specialized subject 
such as music, Phys. Ed. or Special Education.  This would be great however there could be budget constraints. 

Deputation 
not submitted 
to PARC 
Committee 

8. Heather Birch  
RE: Support for  the PARC Proposal  

Nadine Segal: No questions from committee for the delegate. 

Deputation 
not submitted 
to PARC 
Committee 

9. Jason Tetreault  
RE: Closure of Guildwood Jr.  PS  

Nadine Segal: No questions from committee for the delegate. 

Deputation 
not submitted 
to PARC 
Committee 

10. Tamara  Rain speaking on behalf of Chloe Tetreault  
RE: Guildwood  and Jack Miner Closure  

Nadine Segal: No questions from committee for the delegate. 

Chloe Tetreault 
Deputation.pdf 



   

 

 

 

 

      
        

   

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Item Notes Attachments 

11. Ella Tetreault   
RE: Guildwood Closure  

Nadine Segal: No questions from committee for the delegate. 

Ella Tetreault 
Deputation.pdf 

12. Jen McCauley with  Simon Bennett  
RE: Guildwood Jr.  PS Should Not Close  

Nadine Segal: Any questions from the Committee?  

Question from Committee Member:   Why do you  feel those special programs couldn’t continue to exist in the new  
schools?  

Gemma Collin: Each school has strongly indicated what their preferential programs. This would be a detriment to the 
ECO focus.  The gifted program at Elizabeth Simcoe Jr. PS will continue to thrive to the detriment of the Eco and Stem 
program. There is no evidence that this will carry over into the new schools. 

Jen McCauley 
Deputation.pdf 

13. Nicole Exner -  Not in attendance  

RE: Possible Closure of Guildwood School and Why this is Wrong 

Deputation 
not submitted 
to PARC 
Committee 

14. Gabriel Stern  
RE: Community Impact  

Nadine Segal: No questions from committee for the delegate. 

Deputation 
not submitted 
to PARC 
Committee 

15. Sarah Eaton  
RE: What  Guildwood JPS Means to Me  

Nadine Segal: No questions from committee for the delegate. 

Sarah Eaton 
Deputation.pdf 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

Deputation 
Maria Pochodyniak (Children ages 6 & 4 enrolled at Elizabeth Simcoe Jr. P.S.) 

As a community member of Guildwood and mother of two small children- one that currently attends 
Elizabeth Simcoe and another beginning in September, I have concerns regarding some of the 
information I received that had been circulating in the community. 

I feel very fortunate that we as a community have the opportunity to be part of a very new, exciting 
beginning. By the same token I understand that closing two schools is actually quite sad and 
involves saying goodbye to so much history, so many memories and such a strong emotional 
bond. However, I believe that the opportunity for our children to have access to two 
state-of-the-art schools for their learning needs is simply too great to ignore. Accordingly, I 
completely support the board’s current proposal to create two new, kindergarten to grade 8, sites 
at Elizabeth Simcoe and Poplar. 

On the other hand I do not support having Elizabeth Simcoe built on the same footprint as it 
currently stands should Guildwood Jr. and Jack Miner be closed. If the board decides to construct 
the new school on the existing school’s footprint, the entire student population would have to 
undergo drastic displacement for multiple years. I view such a displacement as highly disruptive 
and contrary to the objective of providing a quality education for our students.  Unfortunately, 
crumbling infrastructure and plummeting enrollment are the sad reality of the city and community 
we live in and they too, diminish the overall educational experience our students receive. At this 
juncture, change is a reality that this community must face head on however emotionally 
challenging it might be. I do not believe there is one perfect solution but I do believe uprooting an 
entire school community to build on the same footprint of Elizabeth Simcoe is not in the best 
interest of our kids. 

One of problems identified in our school population during the latest School Improvement Plan 
based on the data that was collected, was the striking prevalence of anxiety in our children. 
Transitions can be especially difficult for those suffering from anxiety since such drastic changes 
can have destabilizing effects on a child’s emotional well-being.  If we as adults have a hard time 
accepting change, some of us can imagine the impacts to our children and especially on those 
who suffer from anxiety in terms of; bussing them to a new school, bringing them back to their 
previous school, disrupting current daycare arrangements, whole new set of staff, physical 
classrooms- perhaps portables and friendships that may form attending a new school only to be 
separated and brought back to Elizabeth Simcoe in a few years. Building a brand new school 
behind our current footprint offers so much potential to our children with so little compromise. 

I think at the end of the day we should be very happy that we get to participate in this truly exciting 
opportunity. Our kids will benefit from it greatly and I think we should all focus on the positives 
rather than the negatives. Afterall change, when implemented intelligently and effectively, is far 
from a bad thing. Thank you. 



    
 
 

  
     

        
      

  
   

       
        

     
      

      
   

     
           

     
   

       
      

 
  

      
   

    
       

     
  

  
    

     
     

   
   

   
    

  
    

   
     

     
    

    
     
      

   

Please find below a copy of my deputation, as requested.
 
Yours Truly,
 
Heather Lin
 

Thank you for allowing me to address the committee and my fellow community members about the 
issue of school closures in the Guildwood area. For the record, I went to Poplar, my husband went to 
Simcoe, my kids go to Simcoe, and my husband and I both went to Miner and Laurier. 

I would like to first acknowledge that I have been to one general PARC meeting, the second one, and the 
one at Elizabeth Simcoe. At both of those meetings, to my knowledge, no one from Mitzie Hunter’s 
office was present. As the Minister of Education, I understand that she must be quite busy, but as the 
MPP for Scarborough-Guildwood, I would expect that someone from her office would be present for 
EVERY PARC meeting in her riding. I have personally reached out to her office in mid-February, and have 
still yet to receive a response. Our trustee and MPP are elected officials, and I believe as taxpayers who 
fund the public education system in Canada, we deserve to have every concern addressed by either 
themselves or their office. To that end, Jerry Chadwick has been very present throughout the 
process. But as a taxpayer, I do want to voice my opinion as to how our money is spent. When a TDSB 
representative says in a previous PARC meeting that Jack Miner has been on the chopping block since 
1998, my question would be why bother to put on solar panels and then publicize it with a press release 
in 2015? You can say it came from different funding, but if the funding came from the government, than 
that funding includes my tax dollars for a project that you had on the chopping block since 1998, so had 
every intention of closing. 

Here are some of the questions I think we should be addressing. First of all, we’re being asked to look at 
and approve a proposal to locate the NEW Elizabeth Simcoe on the back of the TDSB property, behind 
the existing school. However, our trustee has informed us that tests have not even been done on the 
land behind the existing school to see if a school can be supported on that land. How can we be asked 
to approve plans for a structure when we don’t even know if a structure of the proposed size can be 
sustained on the proposed site. 

I think Jack Miner, should it close, should become a community hub, but what many people don’t know 
is that the TDSB has the power to vote on this decision. They did just that in early February of this year 
with Vaughn Road Academy, which will be closing this June. The TDSB voted unanimously against selling 
the building, which is something that could also be done with the Jack Miner property if the TDSB chose 
to do so. As Mr. Ainslie is currently trying to get the already shuddered Borden Collegiate property to be 
made into a community hub, perhaps he can work in concert with the TDSB to conserve more of the 
Bluffs property from being overused by developers by pushing for Jack Miner to become such a hub. 

We’ve been told that there are bylaws protecting the land around Jack Miner – however, looking at 
what is currently happening at John Fisher Public School in the Yonge and Eglinton Avenue area, we can 
see that bylaws are NOT iron clad. For those who don’t know, the Ontario Municipal Board approved 
the construction of a 35-storey highrise condo right next to the public school, even though the city and 
mayor opposed the proposal. But it has been reported that the developer KG Group will pay $1.1 
million dollars to the city under Section 37 of the planning act, and with that, their plans were 
approved. According to the area’s councilor, none of the money will go to John Fisher Public School or 
the TDSB. Zoning bylaw amendments were approved in 2016 that is making this possible. There is 
nothing to say that those bylaws couldn’t change again to allow for development on the Jack Miner 



    
   

   
        

  
      

      
      

 
    

  
   
     

        
    

  
 

     
     

      
     

    
   

  
    

     
     

   
       

      

property, even if it is not zoned for this use at this time. As it is, the Toronto Region Conservation 
Authority is already proposing the Scarborough Waterfront Project, which would see increased access 
from the top of the Bluffs to the bottom, but which would include paving some areas of the natural 
shoreline to allow for community access. This would irreversibly damage the existing land. 

What about the study that says kids that go to K-8 schools fare better than kids that go to K-6 or middle 
schools? Well, from what I can find, there are a lot of studies from the US that both outline the 
advantages and disadvantages of moving from a K-6 to a K-8 model. However, I cannot find any studies 
that address the issue from a Canadian perspective or from a demographic that accurately reflects our 
socioeconomic demographic here in Guildwood. 

The TDSB has assured us that construction assessments would be done to ensure kids are safe during 
any builds, but the same was done at Mackenzie Collegiate as the school underwent roof repairs 
earlier this year, and kids AND staff were still getting ill from fumes, with 60 students absent on one 
day, and teachers actually complaining to their union about their working conditions. 

We currently have a funding deadline, that is conducive to new builds, in part because we have a Liberal 
government with a Liberal Minister of Education. Next year, we are headed for another provincial 
election, at which time we could have a different political party in charge who may not support funding 
new builds. And I understand the demographics of our area – yes, our schools are underpopulated, so 
yes, it makes sense to close some of them. However, I would like some reassurance that these decisions 
are being made in the best interests of our kids and our community, and not for just financial 
considerations. 

Finally, to the parents of Guildwood Junior Public School – I am very sorry that your school is the one to 
be singled out for closure among the three elementary schools. The Simcoe and Poplar parents all talk 
about not wanting to bus their kids, and in some cases, you may not have a choice. The Simcoe and 
Poplar families are told this is an exciting time for them because they can choose the colours and 
esthetics for their new schools – while your neighbourhood school is being demolished. I truly feel that 
this issue has pitted school against school and neighbor against neighbour – and I honestly b 



 
 
 

  

    

 

  

   

      

  

   

  

    

 

  
  

  

 

     

   

 

 

 

  

  

Thank you to the committee members who have devoted so much time and energy to this 
process. 

Guildwood Junior is unique in this neighbourhood both in its demographics and its focus 

on being a TDSB ECO school.  It has earned ECO gold certification for 4 years followed by 8 

years of platinum certification.  Even before it first applied for ECO Schools certification, the 

school community recognized the importance of having a vibrant school ground.  In spring 2001, 

during a school ground walk with landscape architects, they marvelled at the huge potential of 

this property to create a welcoming space for the students and community and to be part of a 

wildlife corridor with other nearby parks and green spaces.  

To  add diversity to a school  yard (and neighbourhood) that had many  aging ash trees, a 

tree planting program was begun starting  in 2004 with the first of the  Living  Legacy Trees  

planted to honour the contributions of retiring teachers and staff.   Five such trees have now been 

planted.  Also, a tree was  dedicated to celebrate the school’s 50th anniversary  in 2009.  

Previously a tree had been planted to honour a student who had died in a  car crash.   

The efforts of the school community were recognized.  Four Evergreen Learning 

Grounds grants were awarded Guildwood Junior since the greening plan was initiated in 2001.    

Some of this grant money was used to establish a teaching garden and purchase the seating 

stones that together created an outdoor classroom.  The students helped plan and then plant a 

teaching garden.  The school has received WILD grants and in 2008, the school was awarded 
Canadian Wildlife Federation National Wildlife Week Award – winner Best Entry, Overall winner. 

Gardens are used to support the curriculum.  As part of the unit on Native Studies, 

students plant a Three Sisters Garden – corn, beans, and squash or pumpkins.  To understand 

where our food comes from, the students start vegetables and then plant them in the courtyard 

garden.  The ECO Club students choose the types of vegetables that are planted. 

In 2006, Guildwood Junior became part of a pilot program to create Nature Study Areas 

on school properties.  One benefit of these Nature Study Areas is greenhouse gas emissions are 

reduced because these areas are not mowed.  Another important benefit is that for the last decade 

students have been planting native plants in the current two Nature Study Areas at Guildwood 

Junior.   Along with the teaching garden, these areas help to attract wildlife to the school 

grounds.  In summer, the grounds are alive with birds, butterflies, and other insects. 



   

  

 

 

     

   

   

    

   

 

 
 
 
  

Over the years, students have had the opportunity to see how monarch caterpillars, many 

hatched from eggs laid on milkweed grown at Guildwood Junior, grow from being almost too 

tiny to see to full-sized, through the pupa stage, and finally released onto the school grounds as 

butterflies.  One memorable June, the students shared the school yard with a family of killdeer.  

On another occasion, the students were quite excited when a hawk took up residence in the 

courtyard for a couple of days.  During the mud season, ducks have been spotted swimming in 

puddles at the far end of the school yard.  

Our students, the leaders of tomorrow, benefit from attending an ECO school.  They are 

aware of the environment and the world around them.  Guildwood Junior is a wonderful school.   

Visit it to see all that has been accomplished – the trees, gardens, nature study areas. Removal of 

this asset from the community would mean that we all lose. 



If you close Guildwood Junior Public school in 2021, I will be transitioning two 

children in Grade 5 and Grade 2. We will now have to walk 1.2 kilometers. This 

will involve crossing a T-Junction with no stop sign, no crosswalk and more 

importantly, no sidewalk. This will also be done in heavier morning traffic. If you 

close the school we will all lose the park, playground and wonderful green space 

to the highest bidder that you sell that land to. If you close the school, I will lose 

my daycare spot and have to try to register again in a new school that each parent 

who needs daycare will be trying to get into as well. As anyone of us here who 

has ever had to attempt to secure a daycare spot will know, this will not be an 

easy task. I was fortunate enough to sit in on the Guildwood Schools Child Care 

Occupancy Review Committee meeting. Based on discussions at this meeting, the 

proposal at this time is for both builds to receive equal daycare spots, despite the 

fact that Poplar is set to absorb 100% of the population of Guildwood, including 

each and every child who requires daycare. I fail to see how this process is fair 

given the division of the students. 

As community, this is my concern. We are living in an area where over 65% of the 

population is 40 years of age or older. We are also in a real estate bubble at this 

time. When that bursts, when prices drop, when you sell the land from the 

schools to the highest bidder who will likely build high density housing, we will 

end up with more students in the set district than the new build can handle. As I 

mentioned, you are proposing 100% of Guildwood Junior Public Schools 

population be transferred to Poplar Road. If this is your recommendation, even a 

new build will be overwhelmed with students in the next 10 years. 

At the end of this process, you are making recommendations that will not just 

close a school. Your recommendation will fundamentally change the entire 

landscape and community of Guildwood as we know it. This is my home and 

neighbourhood. This is our home and neighbourhood. I implore you to consider 

this and save Guildwood Junior Public School. Thank you. 



Thank you to the PARC committee members for allowing me this opportunity to 

speak in front of you. 

My name is Stacey Halliday and I am here tonight to speak to you about what 

Guildwood Junior Public School means to me. 

When looking in 2009 for a home and neighbourhood to move into, Guildwood 

was an easy choice. Great schools, close to transit, a lot of green space, parks and 

shops nearby. My husband and I made the choice to move into the District of 

Guildwood Junior Public School since it was rated one of the highest in the 

neighborhood at that time. This was less than 8 years ago. 

What has happened in that time to cause us all to be in the situation that we are 

in? Why was programming removed? Where was the Toronto District School 

Board when our numbers started to fall? Why didn't they offer programming to 

bring interest to the school? Why are they not offering to help the school now? 

I feel that your case to close Guildwood is primary based on a single number. The 

number of children enrolled in the school. When was the last time anyone on this 

committee went to Guildwood Junior Public School to see what they have to 

offer? When have any of you spoken to a parent at Guildwood to listen to how 

amazing our teachers are? When have you looked at how large our numbers are 

at extracurricular events? We may be a small school to you, but we love our 

school, our teachers, our principal and we don't want to close our doors. 

It has been repeatedly said throughout this process that, based on the time line, 

this closure will not affect us who have children in the room. Well, it most 

definitely will. It will affect everyone in this room, with children or without, as 

well as future generations who will miss out on an amazing opportunity, to be 

part of such a great school. 

Personally, this is how it affects my family. I have one child enrolled in 

Guildwood Junior Public School in grade 1 and another is registered to start 

kindergarten this fall. We are currently within 200 meters of the school. They 

both attend NYAD daycare that is located within the school. They play in the park 

in the evenings. We picnic in the green space. 



As a former student of Guildwood and a student of Jack Miner. I enjoyed going to 
Guildwood and the transition to Jack Miner. I really liked Guildwood because it felt like 
we were a big family. I have a learning disability and Guildwood was the perfect school 
for me. I needed a computer to help me, so the school got me one and all the other kids 
with learning disabilities. A few years later we got chromebooks and tablets for every 
student in the school, in every class. Your problem with our school is that it is small but 
to me small schools are good as they give us what we need and the help that we need 
to succeed. You closing Guildwood is like saying that you don't want me and my friends 
to succeed, which makes the students feel like you're just in it for the money and not for 
us. 

The transition from Guildwood to Jack Miner was very good for a lot of the students. It's 
good because we get a lot of opportunities to be more independent and we get more 
responsibility. My favorite thing about Jack Miner is that we don't have to be with the 
little kids in kindergarten because it's a seven to eight school. You think that the 
transition to middle school is bad but have you talked to any of the students at Jack 
Miner or Guildwood or any other of the schools? 

Having a learning disability is hard because you're usually singled out but in a small 
class when everyone else has a computer we all feel the same. I couldn't imagine 
being in a big school because I wouldn't be as good a student as I am now because I 
wouldn't get the resources that I need to succeed. 

At Guildwood there are a lot of opportunities and things for the students that would be 
gone once you take it down. For instance, girls club, boys club, all the sports teams, our 
school is an ECO platinum school for 8 years, ECO club, singing club, band, strings, 
tecnology club. When I was there, we made robots, we have a fish pond, shore line 
clean up, and a wild back yard.(etc). 

In conclusion I think that this is about the students and that before you make your 
decision, you should really come to our schools and sit down and talk with the kids 
because it should be about us in the ending because right now it does not sound that 
way. I hope you consider not closing down Guildwood or Jack Miner because we like it 
the way it is now. 

By: Chloe Tetreault 



My name is Ella. I am a student at Guildwood JPS. I am very 

upset about our school closing. I feel that smaller schools have 

more opportunities. We all get what we need. I feel that I 

would fall behind in a bigger school. 

I have a learning disability, so it is hard for me to process like 

other students. When I first got my computer I felt like I wasn't 

as smart as the other kids because I was the only one with a 

computer. But when we all got computers I felt it opened up 

opportunities for the other students and made me feel that I 

wasn't different. If I went to a bigger school I would be that 

--e11-ly one person again and it might be harder for the other kids 

too. 

I feel the other school won't like us because we are all 

different. I think we will be known as the Guildwood kids. 

We are a proud Eco School and we are trying to save the 

environment. There would be more cars and more pollution 

because we will be driving to school instead of walking. That's a 



... 
.. 

long walk! Kids will not want to walk that far in bad weather so 

they will just stay home. 

There is probably a school that needs a new build more than 

we do. All of our schools are great the way they are. 

If the school is closed, our green space would be gone and we 

won't have a park in our neighbourhood. All our new trees 

would be gone. Where would we go to play? Where would the 

kids in the building go to play? 

At Guildwood JPS we are like a big family. Different 

backgrounds but we are all the same. I would like to invite you 

to my school for a day and watch the students work and play 

and look at all the opportunities we get. Thank you for listening 

to what I had to say. 

By: Ella Tetreault 









Sarah's Deputation 


What Guildwood JPS means to me, 


& 
It's like we are a family! It's a small school so most kids know one another and becaus;pthat the 
older kids will play with the younger kids. 

The young kids look up to the older kids, so that is why we need to set a good example. 

Q 

All my needs get met at Guildwood even though we arej\')mall school. If i need anything I can ask! 

All of my teachers at Guildwood make this school great! They make it great by being there for the 
students;fhey play sports with us which makes it a lot of fun . My teachers will always go the extra 
distance fer us. 

I like how my teachers have expectations and standards and because of that we are challeng~as 
students. 

We have respect for one another because of all the different backgrounds at Guildwood. I like 
hearing about every ones families and stories. 

The green space that Guildwood JPS offers, lets us play outside like soccer, baseball and 
manhunt. When we do our Terry Fox run the whole school gets to run around our yard. 

Last year Friends with the Rouge and our school planted many things in the Guildwood school 
yard. It is important to keep a green space healthy. 

When I go to Jack Miner next year I really look forward to all the new things I will be exposed to, 
along with all the new kids and teachers that I will meet. 

Guildwood Junior Public School needs to stay open so the future kids have a community school to 
go to! 

By Sarah 



 

 

  

 

     

    

    

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

  

   

   

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TORONTO DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
 

PUPIL ACCOMMODATION  REVIEW FOR ELIZABETH SIMCOE Jr PS, GUILDWOOD Jr PS, JACK MINER Sr  

PS, and POPLAR ROAD Jr PS 

PUBLIC MEETING FOR DEPUTATIONS APRIL 20, 2017 

Written Deputations Submitted to the PARC: 

1. April 5, 2017 – Simon Hewett 

Topic: Pupil Accommodation Review 

Good day. I am unable to attend the PARC review meeting and deputise on April 20th 2017 at Sir 

Wilfred Laurier. In my absence, I would like to provide a written deputations, on behalf of my 

family. 

"I have 2 daughters at Poplar Rd- Grade 3 and SK. We have lived in Guildwood for 10 years. It’s a 

great neighbourhood, with great schools which I think we can all agree, we are proud of. In 

researching the TDSB plans, it is quite obvious that the enrollment numbers for Guildwood PS 

are low. Guildwood has 3 Public Elementary School, one Catholic and one Senior Public School. 

The numbers do not support that many Schools in the area. In addition, our schools need to be 

upgraded. They are old, they are crumbling. 

We fully support the recommendation to close Guildwood Public school, close Jack Miner and 

to build 2 new Schools At Elizabeth Simcoe and Polar Rd, respectively. Take the Children from 

GWPS and split them between Simcoe and Poplar. Having 2 new larger schools in the 

neighbourhood, with Children staying until grade 8 will be beneficial. 

I am surprised by so many parents, especially from the Simcoe School area who are against this. 

This is a decision which should be made with the head, not the heart and far too many parents 

in the area are using emotion to think about this, instead of practical thinking. 

We need to move forward. We need to be positive and we need to do what's right for the 

community as a whole, for the future - This is the best way to do this" 



 

     

  

    

  

  

   

    

    

  

 

     

  

 

    

  

 

 

   

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. April 17, 2017 – Kory and Shirley Gray 

Topic: Our concerns regarding the proposed new build of Elizabeth Simcoe Jr Public School 

To  PARC members and TDSB:  

Please accept this letter as our written deputation to express our concerns with regards to  the  

proposed new build of Elizabeth Simcoe Public School.  

First and foremost, please know we feel the new build is a wonderful opportunity for the  

children and overall  Elizabeth Simcoe school and  the entire Guildwood  community. We support  

the new build.  

The data presented to us by TDSB last November determined the best option of the new build 

be located behind the existing structure which will lie closely to some residential properties 

along Catalina Drive including ours. All other options presented would mean any existing 

daycare, which is essential to the families of Elizabeth Simcoe would be discontinued, as stated 

by Jerry Chadwick and Kerry-Lynn Stadnyk at the meeting held on March 28th. 

As a family with a 1st grader attending Elizabeth Simcoe, we struggled with the thought of the 

new build being so close to our backyard. It has caused us unwanted stress and anxiety already. 

So much so that we have contemplated leaving after only 5 years since moving to 

Guildwood. However, we realize there is no place like Guildwood. The Guildwood community is 

strong and proud and the Elizabeth Simcoe community is a fantastic place to raise a family. 

The main reason we chose to live in Guildwood was for its wide-open green spaces. Particularly 

how these green spaces seamlessly blend into school play areas. Not just at Elizabeth Simcoe, 

but in all of the other schools being affected. A space we feel is a rarity in our city but what we 

as a family have been fortunate to enjoy daily every time we look out our backyard. 

Again, we are supportive of the new build. All we request is to keep in mind of the green space 

and spare more than the minimum setbacks if possible from these properties being affected. To 

ensure the landscaping blends aesthetically well to the existing park grounds so it doesn’t erode 

the dynamics of the park and therefore the openness which Guildwood is well known, well-

loved and admired for exists and enjoyed in the long-term by everyone. 

Thank you for this opportunity to address our concerns and we look forward to being 

collaborative and providing our input during the next phase of this process. 



 

    

 

   

 

 

 

      

    

 

  

   

      

   

 

 

     

     

   

  

  

 

  

 

  

  

  

  

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. April 18, 2017 – Ian Fraser 

Topic: Support of the TDSB Staff Proposal for Elizabeth Simcoe JPS new Build behind current 

building 

I am currently a local homeowner and parent of two Elizabeth Simcoe JPS students (one in SK 

and one in Grade 2). My family specifically moved to the Guildwood area in order to have our 

children attend Simcoe JPS. 

We support the current TDSB Staff recommendation to rebuild a new JK to Grade 8 school on 

the TDSB property behind the current Simcoe JPS facility based on the following: 

1. The opportunity to have our children continue to attend Elizabeth Simcoe JPS in its current 

state until such time as the new facility is ready for accommodating students and to have our 

children attend the new school until Grade 8. The transitions associated with this proposal are 

minimal for our primary children (one minor move over the course of their public school tenure 

to the new school) compared to alternatives which could result in a minimum of two major 

transitions to another facility and back to a new facility. 

2. The opportunity for our children and the community to have a state of the art learning 

facility in the shortest window possible to maximize their use of and learning time in the 

proposed new facility. This is in comparison to a much longer process of rebuilding on the 

current site after demolition is complete and the extended lead time required to complete the 

Poplar Road proposal. 

3. The benefits of having a JK to Grade 8 facility compared to the incremental transition option 

of continuing with Junior Public School to Senior Public School. 

4. Elimination of any bussing requirements for our children which would result in increased 

travel time, potential downfalls known from bussing primary students and the complexity of 

traffic and congestion associated with bussing to Guildwood JPS as a potential alternative. We 

currently live at the West end of Catalina and fall well outside the 1.6 km distance from 

Guildwood JPS so our children would require bussing. 

I can be reached by email or phone if required to further support or provide clarification to the 

above points. 

My thanks to all the parents, staff and students who have given up their time to support our 

local community education processes. 



 

    

 

     

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. April 18, 2017 – James Kosa 

Topic:  Regarding the Proposal for Construction on the Simcoe Grounds 

To the Guildwood PARC: 

Please accept this note as my deputation, to be considered by the committee at its next 

meeting on Thursday, April 20, 2017. 

I am a resident of Guildwood, and live at 18  Prince Philip Blvd.  I have two children that 

currently attend  Elizabeth  Simcoe JPS.   My children will be affected by the proposed 

construction  of a new school on the grounds of Simcoe.  

After careful consideration, and having attended all  PARC community  meetings, read all  

publically available materials, and performing  my own research  on the various concerns raised  

by community  members, I  have decided to support the TDSB staff plan without reservation.  

My  only suggestion is that the TDSB continue to monitor noise and dust levels around the 

construction sites, in accordance with industry best practices and its own policy.  If a report 

containing the results of a noise and dust audit performed by the board  could be made  

available to  the community during the construction process, I expect that would  go a long way  

towards allaying fears of harm  from the construction  process.   

I would like to express my gratitude for the TDSB staff, Trustee Chadwick and Superintendent 

Stadnyk for all of their hard work and patience throughout this process.  They have treated 

community members with great respect as the community grapples with sensitive and difficult 

issues. 

Finally, I am very appreciative of the hard  work and diligence of the Guildwood  community  

members.  It is clear that they each have taken their responsibilities seriously, and have fairly  

but vigorously represented the various and sometimes divergent views of the community  

within the PARC process.    



 

       

  

  

   

 

 

   

 

  

 

  

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

5.	 April 18, 2017 – Judy Tutchener 

Topic:  Elizabeth Simcoe JPS and the building of a new Simcoe facility 

Dear PARC Committee, Trustee Chadwick, and Superintendent Stadnyk, 

My name is Judy Tutchener and I would like to address the PARC Committee with respect to the 

Elizabeth Simcoe JPS community. I have two children at Elizabeth Simcoe Junior Public School. 

As a social and urban geographer, I understand the current and future demographic realities of 

community and I support the current TDSB recommendation to close Guildwood JPS and Jack 

Miner in order to take advantage of the Ministry funding for two new K-8 builds. Any school 

closure is disappointing and I empathize with the Guildood JPS community. However, these new 

JK-8 builds afford the whole Guildwood community an opportunity for amazing programming in 

state-of-the-art facilities. 

My current concern is that there have been some emails and mailbox-dropped letters circulating 

around the Simcoe community by a PARC Committee member/Simcoe parent who lives on 

Catalina Drive. By their manner of writing, these letters claim to represent the Simcoe parent 

community as well as property owners surrounding the Simcoe TDSB property. These letters are 

advocating for the new Simcoe facility to be built on the existing Simcoe footprint, not on the 

property behind the school. In order to do this, our children will have to be transferred to 

another school (the letter is suggesting Guildwood JPS) for a time period which will allow the 

demolition of the current Simcoe building and a rebuild on the same footprint. The letters cite a 

concern with respect of their child going to schools adjacent to a construction site, but the 

letters then go on to talk about how their property would end up closer to a new Simcoe 

building (ie. The Catalina houses that currently back on to the exiting Simcoe play yard). 

There are several reasons why I do not support the “alternative” proposal advocated in these 

letters 

 	 Transferring Simcoe students to Guildwood JPS during construction is disruptive to 

student learning. Transitions are detrimental to student achievement and well-being. A 

new build behind he exiting school allows for continuity and stability. 

 	 According to the Simcoe parent meeting with Trustee Chadwick and Superintendent 

Stadnyk on Tuesday, March 28, 2017, the Sunshine Daycare will not be able to move to 

the Guildwood JPS “holding” school during construction of a new Simcoe build on the 

existing footprint. There is already a dearth of childcare in Guildwood. This will remove 

even more valuable spaces. Where are the Sunshine children supposed to go? We are a 

household where both parents work outside the home and our work schedules do not 

allow for us to do a school drop-off and pick-up at the school bell times. This will be 

extremely detrimental to our family situation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 	 All students will benefit from being in a new and healthy school with better air quality, 

air conditioning, and upgraded Wi-Fi. A new build behind the school allows for all 

current Simcoe students to take advantage of this sooner. 



 

       

  

 

  

 

  

 

6. April 18, 2017 – Kristina Milne 

Topic: The Pupil Accommodation Review 

Good afternoon, I was hoping to attend the meeting scheduled for April 20th at Sir Wilfrid  

Laurier Collegiate re; closure of schools in the area.  I am afraid  that I might not be able to do so  

and request  that my deputation be heard.  

I am not a resident of the Guild, however I do pass through the Guild and Guildwood  on  my way  

to  the Go Train station daily.  I also use the services of the plaza located at 123  Guildwoold  

Parkway, Valu-Mart, the Dry Cleaners, the Library and  the Doctor’s offices.  

I am surprised to learn that it is Guildwood Jr. Ps. “GW” that is in the lead  for closure, to  my  

way  of thinking this closure does not jive with a practical approach  to  service the 

children/families in the area.  I do understand the need to  close schools however  I feel strongly  

that the neighborhood  would be much better served  if it was Poplar Road Jr.  Ps.  “PR” that was 

to close.  

I have attempted to set  out below some of my thoughts on  this matter with respect to  the 

quality of education and services that will continue to  be provided to students and families if 

GW remains open and  the closure of PR is to proceed.  

GW is on a secondary road  with wide access for emergency  medical personal as well as easy  

navigation in and out, the interior design of the school also allows for easy access to  emergency  

personal, ie equipment, stretchers etc  

GW has easy access to  two  types of public transportation TTC and GO.  Parents can get to GW 

off of the Go Train in under 7  minute  walk, a large portion of the working population works  

downtown.  They can also  walk up from the TTC bus in 4  minutes.  While PR does have a TTC 

bus stop  equally as close it does not have benefit from the proximity of the GO Train  

GW is sharing space with another school this provides for twice as much available green space,  

therefore whatever land needs to be used up for the construction/addition  there would still be 

a large green space available and the health benefits abound.  We all know how important the 

land around us is as well as the need for children to get physical  exercise it, leaving GW intact 

allows for a much larger greener space to be used by  all.  

GW has access to a public library within a 6 minute walk, the school uses the library a lot, and 

many parents use it as a safe pick up spot if they are running a little late getting home. PR is far 

enough away that it is not a quick walk to the library and while they use the services I believe 

the GW students benefit more from the proximity of the library and the services the library 

provides 

GW has room for expansion without interfering with  the flow of traffic, construction vehicles  

can come and go quite easily to and from GW, however the width  of the road in front of PR 

would stop  traffic on that road.  Anyone who has lived through the last summer of construction  

on Dearham Wood Road can attest to the nightmare of getting to and from their homes  

If the GW property is sold it will likely go  to the development of housing, if this is the case then  

getting in and  out of the Go Train  station/parking lot  will become very difficult. Unlike the  



 

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

subway the Go Train travels at set times, if you are on  Livingston Avenue approximately  10  

minutes prior to a train departing it is a series of never ending cars trying to access this 

entrance to the station. A build on Dearham Wood does not directly impact the flow of traffic 

to  the station, the greater amount of vehicles on  the road would be dissipated by the time the  

cars get to the Go Train station.  

GW takes the children from the apartments, I am not positive about the distance but if you 

closed GW I believe you would be required to provide TTC tickets to all of the school age 

children living in the apartments up the hill in order to get to PR (again not positive about this) 

GW has doctors and dentists within a 6 minute walk, in the case of an emergency those 

Professionals can get to GW very quickly 

GW fits nicely, visually into the neighborhood, and has the added benefit of both a visual and 

physical transition to Laurier Collegiate just down the road 

The construction/remodel of  Joseph Brant Sr  Ps did not go  very well and the cost did not fall 

within the budget.   Residents of the neighborhood tried to point out that it was a lot more cost 

effective to remodel Peter Secord Jr.  Ps.  There was no need to dig into a hillside, you could  

have gone both up and  out and still preserve the integrity of the land and neighborhood. The  

construction  was not completed until well into  the school year, construction  workers were 

everywhere lending to  an already disruptive start of the school  year.   I believe this should be 

taken into consideration  especially  when considering the ease of access for construction  

vehicles.  

There is a great need to close schools budgets must be balanced in  order for all  of us to  

continue to thrive, however logic must be applied to  the closure and I strongly believe that it is  

in the TDSB’s best interest and that of the population  in and around Guildwood Jr. Ps. that it be 

the school which remains open.  



       

   

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. April 18, 2017 - Sylvia Brooks 

Topic: Park Behind Guildwood Jr PS 

To the Pupil Accommodation Review Committee 

I would like to see that the playground and park behind Guildwood Jr. p.s. will remain as it is. a park 

and a playground for the children of the area. The baseball diamonds are used by the Scarborough 

Dragons softball for practices 4 evening a week. and the larger diamond is used by an adult league 

on a few evenings per week. The soccer fields are used by many in the neighborhood. And the 

playground is used by many parents with small children on the weekends and evenings. There are 

most often children or teenager in the park at any given time. 

Spenser Clark had in his will stated that there is to always be a certain amount of green space. this 

is the only green space, those of us between Livingston and Galloway have.This park is a meeting 

place for families, children, and teenagers. 

This park must remain as it is for the betterment of the neighborhood. Any type of build would 

greatly detract from our lovely neighborhood. Any type of build would also drive our house prices 

down. Thereby changing the dynamic of the whole area. 

I urge you all to save this green space for the future of the area. 



       

 

     

 

      

    

   

   

     

    

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

8. April 18, 2017 – Steve Duffield 

Topic: Closing of Schools in Guildwood to create 2 new Super schools 

To those concerned: My feelings on this decision are based on the options that have been 

presented to our neighborhood and our children.  If it was my decision I would keep all the 

existing schools in place, and modernize them all to be safer, healthier and more efficient 

buildings for the existing children and the new coming influx of  families moving to our 

neighborhood.  Since this option does not seem financially possible, I think that the only other 

logical choice would be to tear down the old out of date structures, and replace them with two 

new, modern schools.  The most strategic locations, to service the whole Guildwood 

community evenly, would be to locate the new schools where Elizabeth Simcoe and Poplar 

Road Public schools are located now. I realize that this will have an impact on our community 

because change is always difficult, but this transition I feel will be somewhat easier than most, 

since most of the children in the neighborhood know each other from playing sports together 

and other activities that are constantly organized by our wonderful community. In the end, our 

children will have vastly improved environments to learn and flourish together. Having the new 

technologies that will be made available with new schools, will have long lasting positive effects 

on our children in their futures, and the future health of our community in general. 


	Pupil Accommodation Review Committee Public Meeting #2 Guildwood JPS, Elizabeth Simcoe JPS, Poplar Rd. JPS, Jack Miner JPS
	PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW FOR ELIZABETH SIMCOE Jr PS, GUILDWOOD Jr PS, JACK MINER Sr PS, and POPLAR ROAD Jr PS




Thank you to the committee members who have devoted so much time and energy to this 
process. 


 
Guildwood Junior is unique in this neighbourhood both in its demographics and its focus 


on being a TDSB ECO school.  It has earned ECO gold certification for 4 years followed by 8 


years of platinum certification.  Even before it first applied for ECO Schools certification, the 


school community recognized the importance of having a vibrant school ground.  In spring 2001, 


during a school ground walk with landscape architects, they marvelled at the huge potential of 


this property to create a welcoming space for the students and community and to be part of a 


wildlife corridor with other nearby parks and green spaces.   


To add diversity to a school yard (and neighbourhood) that had many aging ash trees, a 


tree planting program was begun starting in 2004 with the first of the Living Legacy Trees 


planted to honour the contributions of retiring teachers and staff.   Five such trees have now been 


planted.  Also, a tree was dedicated to celebrate the school’s 50th anniversary in 2009.  


Previously a tree had been planted to honour a student who had died in a car crash.   


The efforts of the school community were recognized.  Four Evergreen Learning 


Grounds grants were awarded Guildwood Junior since the greening plan was initiated in 2001.    


Some of this grant money was used to establish a teaching garden and purchase the seating 


stones that together created an outdoor classroom.  The students helped plan and then plant a 


teaching garden.  The school has received WILD grants and in 2008, the school was awarded 
Canadian Wildlife Federation National Wildlife Week Award – winner Best Entry, Overall winner. 


Gardens are used to support the curriculum.  As part of the unit on Native Studies, 


students plant a Three Sisters Garden – corn, beans, and squash or pumpkins.  To understand 


where our food comes from, the students start vegetables and then plant them in the courtyard 


garden.  The ECO Club students choose the types of vegetables that are planted.    


In 2006, Guildwood Junior became part of a pilot program to create Nature Study Areas 


on school properties.  One benefit of these Nature Study Areas is greenhouse gas emissions are 


reduced because these areas are not mowed.  Another important benefit is that for the last decade 


students have been planting native plants in the current two Nature Study Areas at Guildwood 


Junior.   Along with the teaching garden, these areas help to attract wildlife to the school 


grounds.  In summer, the grounds are alive with birds, butterflies, and other insects. 







Over the years, students have had the opportunity to see how monarch caterpillars, many 


hatched from eggs laid on milkweed grown at Guildwood Junior, grow from being almost too 


tiny to see to full-sized, through the pupa stage, and finally released onto the school grounds as 


butterflies.  One memorable June, the students shared the school yard with a family of killdeer.  


On another occasion, the students were quite excited when a hawk took up residence in the 


courtyard for a couple of days.  During the mud season, ducks have been spotted swimming in 


puddles at the far end of the school yard.   


Our students, the leaders of tomorrow, benefit from attending an ECO school.  They are 


aware of the environment and the world around them.  Guildwood Junior is a wonderful school.   


Visit it to see all that has been accomplished – the trees, gardens, nature study areas.  Removal of 


this asset from the community would mean that we all lose.   


 


 
 
 
  






























Please find below a copy of my deputation, as requested. 
Yours Truly, 
Heather Lin 
  
Thank you for allowing me to address the committee and my fellow community members about the 
issue of school closures in the Guildwood area.  For the record, I went to Poplar, my husband went to 
Simcoe, my kids go to Simcoe, and my husband and I both went to Miner and Laurier. 
  
I would like to first acknowledge that I have been to one general PARC meeting, the second one, and the 
one at Elizabeth Simcoe.  At both of those meetings, to my knowledge, no one from Mitzie Hunter’s 
office was present.  As the Minister of Education, I understand that she must be quite busy, but as the 
MPP for Scarborough-Guildwood, I would expect that someone from her office would be present for 
EVERY PARC meeting in her riding.  I have personally reached out to her office in mid-February, and have 
still yet to receive a response.  Our trustee and MPP are elected officials, and I believe as taxpayers who 
fund the public education system in Canada, we deserve to have every concern addressed by either 
themselves or their office.  To that end, Jerry Chadwick has been very present throughout the 
process.  But as a taxpayer, I do want to voice my opinion as to how our money is spent.  When a TDSB 
representative says in a previous PARC meeting that Jack Miner has been on the chopping block since 
1998, my question would be why bother to put on solar panels and then publicize it with a press release 
in 2015?  You can say it came from different funding, but if the funding came from the government, than 
that funding includes my tax dollars for a project that you had on the chopping block since 1998, so had 
every intention of closing. 
  
Here are some of the questions I think we should be addressing.  First of all, we’re being asked to look at 
and approve a proposal to locate the NEW Elizabeth Simcoe on the back of the TDSB property, behind 
the existing school.  However, our trustee has informed us that tests have not even been done on the 
land behind the existing school to see if a school can be supported on that land.  How can we be asked 
to approve plans for a structure when we don’t even know if a structure of the proposed size can be 
sustained on the proposed site. 
  
I think Jack Miner, should it close, should become a community hub, but what many people don’t know 
is that the TDSB has the power to vote on this decision.  They did just that in early February of this year 
with Vaughn Road Academy, which will be closing this June.  The TDSB voted unanimously against selling 
the building, which is something that could also be done with the Jack Miner property if the TDSB chose 
to do so.  As Mr. Ainslie is currently trying to get the already shuddered Borden Collegiate property to be 
made into a community hub, perhaps he can work in concert with the TDSB to conserve more of the 
Bluffs property from being overused by developers by pushing for Jack Miner to become such a hub. 
  
We’ve been told that there are bylaws protecting the land around Jack Miner – however, looking at 
what is currently happening at John Fisher Public School in the Yonge and Eglinton Avenue area, we can 
see that bylaws are NOT iron clad.  For those who don’t know, the Ontario Municipal Board approved 
the construction of a 35-storey highrise condo right next to the public school, even though the city and 
mayor opposed the proposal.  But it has been reported that the developer KG Group will pay $1.1 
million dollars to the city under Section 37 of the planning act, and with that, their plans were 
approved.  According to the area’s councilor, none of the money will go to John Fisher Public School or 
the TDSB.  Zoning bylaw amendments were approved in 2016 that is making this possible.  There is 
nothing to say that those bylaws couldn’t change again to allow for development on the Jack Miner 







property, even if it is not zoned for this use at this time.  As it is, the Toronto Region Conservation 
Authority is already proposing the Scarborough Waterfront Project, which would see increased access 
from the top of the Bluffs to the bottom, but which would include paving some areas of the natural 
shoreline to allow for community access.  This would irreversibly damage the existing land. 
  
What about the study that says kids that go to K-8 schools fare better than kids that go to K-6 or middle 
schools?  Well, from what I can find, there are a lot of studies from the US that both outline the 
advantages and disadvantages of moving from a K-6 to a K-8 model.  However, I cannot find any studies 
that address the issue from a Canadian perspective or from a demographic that accurately reflects our 
socioeconomic demographic here in Guildwood.   
  
The TDSB has assured us that construction assessments would be done to ensure kids are safe during 
any builds, but the same was done at Mackenzie Collegiate as the school underwent roof repairs 
earlier  this year, and kids AND staff were still getting ill from fumes, with 60 students absent on one 
day, and teachers actually complaining to their union about their working conditions. 
  
We currently have a funding deadline, that is conducive to new builds, in part because we have a Liberal 
government with a Liberal Minister of Education.  Next year, we are headed for another provincial 
election, at which time we could have a different political party in charge who may not support funding 
new builds.  And I understand the demographics of our area – yes, our schools are underpopulated, so 
yes, it makes sense to close some of them.  However, I would like some reassurance that these decisions 
are being made in the best interests of our kids and our community, and not for just financial 
considerations.   
  
Finally, to the parents of Guildwood Junior Public School – I am very sorry that your school is the one to 
be singled out for closure among the three elementary schools.   The Simcoe and Poplar parents all talk 
about not wanting to bus their kids, and in some cases, you may not have a choice.  The Simcoe and 
Poplar families are told this is an exciting time for them because they can choose the colours and 
esthetics for their new schools – while your neighbourhood school is being demolished.  I truly feel that 
this issue has pitted school against school and neighbor against neighbour – and I honestly b 


















Deputation 
Maria Pochodyniak (Children ages 6 & 4 enrolled at Elizabeth Simcoe Jr. P.S.) 
 
As a community member of Guildwood and mother of two small children- one that currently attends 
Elizabeth Simcoe and another beginning in September, I have concerns regarding some of the 
information I received that had been circulating in the community. 
 
I feel very fortunate that we as a community have the opportunity to be part of a very new, exciting 
beginning.  By the same token I understand that closing two schools is actually quite sad and 
involves saying goodbye to so much history, so many memories and such a strong emotional 
bond.  However, I believe that the opportunity for our children to have access to two 
state-of-the-art schools for their learning needs is simply too great to ignore. Accordingly, I 
completely support the board’s current proposal to create two new, kindergarten to grade 8, sites 
at Elizabeth Simcoe and Poplar. 
 
On the other hand I do not support having Elizabeth Simcoe built on the same footprint as it 
currently stands should Guildwood Jr. and Jack Miner be closed. If the board decides to construct 
the new school on the existing school’s footprint, the entire student population would have to 
undergo drastic displacement for multiple years. I view such a displacement as highly disruptive 
and contrary to the objective of providing a quality education for our students.  Unfortunately, 
crumbling infrastructure and plummeting enrollment are the sad reality of the city and community 
we live in and they too, diminish the overall educational experience our students receive. At this 
juncture, change is a reality that this community must face head on however emotionally 
challenging it might be. I do not believe there is one perfect solution but I do believe uprooting an 
entire school community to build on the same footprint of Elizabeth Simcoe is not in the best 
interest of our kids.  
 
One of problems identified in our school population during the latest School Improvement Plan 
based on the data that was collected, was the striking prevalence of anxiety in our children. 
Transitions can be especially difficult for those suffering from anxiety since such drastic changes 
can have destabilizing effects on a child’s emotional well-being.  If we as adults have a hard time 
accepting change, some of us can imagine the impacts to our children and especially on those 
who suffer from anxiety in terms of; bussing them to a new school, bringing them back to their 
previous school, disrupting current daycare arrangements, whole new set of staff, physical 
classrooms- perhaps portables and friendships that may form attending a new school only to be 
separated and brought back to Elizabeth Simcoe in a few years. Building a brand new school 
behind our current footprint offers so much potential to our children with so little compromise.  
 
I think at the end of the day we should be very happy that we get to participate in this truly exciting 
opportunity.  Our kids will benefit from it greatly and I think we should all focus on the positives 
rather than the negatives. Afterall change, when implemented intelligently and effectively, is far 
from a bad thing. Thank you. 
















